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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN. AT KINGSTON BRIDGE OPENING. 
2 1 . 2 . 7 3 
YOUR EXCELLENCY, MY M IN ISTER IAL AND PARLIAMENTARY COLLEAGUES, 
YOUR WORSHIPS, MR. JCHINKE , DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, LADIES AND 
GENTLEMEN: 
I ' M DELIGHTED TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO BE BACK IN THE RIVERLAND, 
PARTICULARLY FOR AN OCCASION AS IMPORTANT TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE REGION AS THE OPENING OF THIS F INE NEW BRIDGE. 
ITS COMPLETION PROVIDES MANY ADVANTAGES FOR RESIDENTS OF THE 
AREA, FOR TRAVELLERS AND TOURISTS IN INCREASED CONVENIENCE, 
FASTER TRAVELLING TIME THROUGH EL IMINATION OF THE FERRY SERVICE , 
AND REDUCED OPERATING COSTS. IT IS NOW UNNECESSARY TO USE FERRIES 
ANYWHERE ON THE STURT HIGHWAY BETWEEN ADELAIDE AND THE EASTERN 
STATES . 
2. 
PERHAPS THE GREATEST ADVANTAGE IS THE BRIDGE DESIGN ITSELF; AND 
THE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH IT WILL MAKE A GREATER 
CONTRIBUTION TO ROAD SAFETY . THAT ALONE WOULD MAKE IT WORTH THE 
MONEY. 
THE NEW BRIDGE WOULD BE AN IMPRESSIVE ENOUGH PROJECT ON ITS OWN. 
BUT, IN STEP WITH ITS CONSTRUCTION, THERE HAS BEEN DEVELOPMENT 
OF OTHER SERVICES IN THE RIVER TOWNS BY THE STATE GOVERNMENT ON AN 
UNPRECEDENTED SCALE . 
TO S I TE JUST A FEW OF THEM: 
. THE HOUSING TRUST HAS BUILT 150 NEW HOMES IN BARMERA, BERR I , 
RENMARK AND WAIKERIE SI -MCE JUNE 1 970 . ANOTHER 13 HAVE BEEN 
BUILT AT LOXTON. 
. SPENDING FROM LOAN FUNDS ON SCHOOLS IN THE SAME TOWN AS WELL 
AS COBDOGLA, CADELL , GLOSSOP, KINGSTON, LOVEDAY AND MONASH 
HAS TOTALLED $1 M I L L I O N . 
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. A NEW 31 . 25 MILL ION HOSPITAL HAS BEEN BUILT AT BARMERA. 
THERE HAVE BEEN MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE LOXTON HOSPITAL 
BUILT WITH THE HELP OF A BIG GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY. 
. THERE HAVE BEEN MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS IN WATER PUMPING AND 
DRAINAGE F A C I L I T I E S . 
. THE STATE GOVERNMENT HAS GIVEN PRIORITY ATTENTION TO 
BUILDING THE R IVERLAND 'S FAST GROWING TOURISM INDUSTRY. 
AND THIS IS AN ON-GOING PROGRAMME. 
VJE HAVE THREE AREAS OF PR IORITY FOR THIS REGION IN THE IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE. 
F I R S T L Y , WE INTEND TO CONTINUE TO IM iROVE SCHOOL, HEALTH, HOSPITAL 
AND WELFARE SERVICES . 
4 . 
SECONDLY, WE INTEND TO PURSUE CUR SEARCH FDR ALTERNATE MARKETS 
FOR OUR PRODUCE. THERE 'S NO POINT IN PRODUCING THE F INEST ORANGE, 
APRICOT OR GRAPE IN THE WORLD I F YOU CAN 'T SELL I T . WE HAVE 
MADE A NUMBER OF I N I T I A T I V E S IN GETTING NEW MARKETS. WE WANT 
NOW TO TRANSLATE I N I T I A T I V E S INTO FIRM ORDERS. 
TH IRDLY , WE SHALL BE SEEKING THE CC-OPERATIDN OF THE OTHER RIVER 
STATES FOR A JOINT EFFORT TO ENSURE THAT.WE HAVE, NOT ONLY MORE 
WATER, BUT PURER WATER. WE WANT TO GET, RIGHT ALONG THE R IVER , 
PROPER CONTROLS ON S A L I N I T Y AND HUMAN, ANIMAL, INDUSTRIAL AND 
BOATING WASTES FOR THE GOOD OF ALL RIVER USERS, BUT MOST 
PARTICULARLY FOR THOSE WHOSE LIVELIHOOD DEPENDS ON THESE WATERS. 
I BEL IEVE WE CAN GET A REAL MEASURE OF INTERSTATE CO-OPERATION. 
IN THE MEANTIME THE STATE GOVERNMENT HAS A RESPONS IB I L I TY TO DO 
ALL I T CAN TP IMPROVE F A C I L I T I E S ALONG THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
SECTION OF THE R I V E R . A R E A . 
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5. 
ONE OF THE WAYS IN WHICH WE INTEND TO FURTHER THIS I S , AS I 
ANNOUNCED ON MONDAY NIGHT, A SURVEY INTO THE RECREATION NEEDS OF 
THE RIVER AREA. I T WILL BE CONDUCTED BY THE STATE PLANNING 
AUTHORITY AND WILL HAVE BROAD TERMS OF REFERENCE. THE AUTHORITY 
WILL LOOK AT EXISTING LAND USE AND OWNERSHIP, CL IMATE, ECOLOGY, 
S A L I N I T Y AND OTHER RELEVANT FACTORS. 
AND IN L INE WITH OUR B E L I E F THAT THERE MUST BE COMMUNITY P A R T I C I -
PATION IN COMMUNITY PLANNING, THE AUTHORITY WILL SEEK THE WIDEST 
DEGREE OF PUBL IC P A R T I C I P A T I O N . IT WILL WORK WITH LOCAL COUNCILS, 
THE RIVER MURRAY DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBL IC IN 
GETTING ADVICE BEFORE MAKING ITS RECOMMENDATIONS. 
THE SURVEY WILL THEN, WE HOPE, PRODUCE RECOMMENDATIONS ON AREAS 
WHICH SHOULD REMAIN RURAL IN CHARACTER, AREAS WHICH SHOULD BE 
RESERVED FOR CONSERVATION, OR PRESERVED AS PLACES OF SPEC IAL 
HISTORIC OR S C I E N T I F I C INTEREST AS WELL AS PUBL IC RECREATION, 
TOURIST ACCOMMODATION AND SCENIC ROUTE AREAS. 
6. 
AS PART OF ITS STUDY, THE AUTHORITY WILL ALSO INVESTIGATE THE 
REGIONAL OPEN SPACE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE NEW CITY OF MONARTO.. 
IN THIS WAY I BEL IEVE WE CAN ESTABLISH AN AGREED, COHERENT P O L I C Y , 
WHICH WILL ENSURE THAT THIS RIVER IS AS BEAUTIFUL - OR MORE SO -
IN 1993 AND 2073 AS IT IS IN 1973 . 
WE ARE TAKING THESE MEASURES - AND OTHERS - FOR ONE VERY GOOD 
REASON. WE BEL IEVE THAT THE RIVERLAND HAS A GREAT FUTURE. 
I T ' S A PRODUCING AND PROCESSING REGION AND A POTENTIAL TOURIST 
PLAYGROUND THAT COULD BE UNSURPASSED IN AUSTRAL IA . 
THE RIVER TOWNS ARE ALREADY A MARVELLOUS PLACE TO L I V E . THE 
CLIMATE IS GOOD; THE PEOPLE ARE RELAXED AND HAVE A STRONG SENSE OF 
COMMUNITY, THE COUNTRYSIDE IS NOVEL AND ATTRACT IVE . I THINK 
THERE 'S EVERYTHING HERE FOR A GREAT FUTURE AND THE STATE GOVERNMENT 
WILL DC ITS B IT TO SEE THAT THIS IS ACHIEVED. 
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7. 
BEFORE ASKING THE GOVERNOR FORMALLY TO OPEN THE NEW BRIDGE, I ' D 
L IKE ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT TO THANK THE HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT, 
THE LOXTON AND BARMERA COUNCILS AND THE CONTRACTORS FOR THEIR HARD 
WORK IN MAKING THIS PROJECT AN OUTSTANDING SUCCESS. 
I T ' S A SUPERB P IECE OF ENGINEERING, BOTH FROM THE PRACTICAL AND 
THE AESTHETIC POINTS OF VIEW. AFTER A L L , IPS NOT EVERY C I V I L 
ENGINEERING PROJECT THAT GIVES GREATER EASE OF MOVEMENT AND A SENSE 
OF DISCOVERY. THE S I T ING OF THE KINGSTON BRIDGE EL IMINATES DELAY . 
IT ALSO GIVES TRAVELLERS A VIEW OF THE RIVER AND SURROUNDING 
COUNTRYSIDE THAT HAS, UNTIL NOW, BEEN AVAILABLE ONLY TO A FEW 
PEOPLE . 
I T ' S MOST APPROPRIATE THEREFORE, THAT A SCENIC LOOK-OUT POINT AND 
CARPARK ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE DESIGN. 
8. 
AGAIN MY CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL WHO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN THIS 
PROJECT WHICH WILL BE OF LASTING BENEFIT TO THE RIVERLAND. IT NOW 
GIVES ME VERY MUCH PLEASURE TO INV ITE HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR 
TO PERFORM THE O F F I C I A L OPENING. 
THANK YOU. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
